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no doubt, from a genuine love of literature, but partly, we may suspect, because a little learning is a gentlemanlike thing, and served to mark him off from the common herd of actors.    It was his habit to note "business" on his parts in Latin, so that his comrades might not understand it.    His public school training was in a sense his chief misfortune,  for to   it  we  may surely trace  the morbid sensitiveness on the subject of his social status that tortured him in after-years.    " My father," he says pathetically, in speaking of this first turning-point in his life, ci was impressive in his convictions that the stage was  a   gentlemanly  profession.     My   experience   has taught me that ... in  other  callings  the profession confers dignity on the initiated; on the stage the player must contribute respect to the exercise of his art."    He found, in other words, that a clergyman or a soldier was rated a gentleman because of his profession, an actor in spite of it; and this caused him " many moments of depression, many angry swellings of the heart"    In the mean time, however, he was insensible to the mighty difference   between  the   prefix  "Mr."   and   the   affix " Esq."   He faced his new career, if not with enthusiasm, at least with resolute composure.